
Early Learning San Francisco   
NEW APPLICATION PROCESS

Orientation 
Site staff attends orientation to learn more about meeting Quality 
Standards and funding

Site Visit 
Site visit is scheduled to meet program staff, review of 
current programming, and answer any questions

Linkage to Training & Technical Assistance 
DEC connects site to professional development and/or coaching 
services as needed based on review of program

Enrollment & Funding Review 
The DEC Fiscal Team will meet with program to review enrollment and 
funding 

Final Approval 
A final review of the program by DEC for acceptance into ELS 
Program

ACCEPTANCE INTO PROGRAM 
Letter of acceptance is sent to program and Funding/
Participation Agreement is sent

Recommendation for program acceptance 
DEC reviews program’s progress in meeting quality standards and 
makes recommendation for acceptance into program

Application Review 
Application is reviewed by DEC Staff for completeness and eligibility.  
Confirmation of receipt is sent to applicant

Application is complete and 
meets eligibility

*Applicants can opt out/rescind application at any point of the process by notifying DEC

Application does not meet 
eligibility. DEC will notify 
applicant

DEC makes 
recommendation 
for acceptance 
into program

DEC makes recommendation for 
Pre-ELS Status for continued quality 
improvement and reassessment 
for acceptance into program within an 
agreed timeline

APPLICATION SUBMITTED*


